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Looking towards the Autumn term: the Future WILL be bright. 

 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

It seems like a very long time ago that the school life changed and I am sure that you, like 

all of us, can’t wait to get back to a ‘more normal’ programme. We have been fortunate in 

many ways as this despicable disease has not been as widespread in Suffolk as it has been, 

with devastating consequences, in other parts of the country. However, for those that have 

had the  virus in their families or indeed have lost loved ones,  that is of little consolation: 

our heartfelt good wishes go out to any of our families who have experienced serious      

illness or loss. Furthermore, despite the relative safety of our region,  Coronavirus is still 

very much around. Our concern for the autumn term is that, as people start to go out and 

about this summer,  locally and abroad, and as the weather turns cooler, we need to     

continue to be vigilant and take every precaution possible to ensure the safety of our     

pupils.  We want to have all the children back in school as soon as possible but we will 

make sure that the recovery return programme is robust and secure: best education and 

safest for everyone. 
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We have some additional challenges to take into account: 

• The new building adds another dimension of complication. Due to be completely    

finished in February, between now and that date, the entire Primary entrance, 

driveway and parking there will be a ‘building site’ and inaccessible. We are working 

with SCC to plan an alternative drop-off point for children and this may involve 

changes to vehicles and very different routines for drivers. It is complicated but 

most  importantly, will be another ‘change’ children will have to get used to—

something many of them as you know find difficult and we will need to manage. 

• Eight class groups are relocating into the new build. This is fantastic for them but 

another change that we know some will initially find worrying and daunting and   

require extra support with. 

• Many pupils will be coming into school for the first time in six-months and there will 

inevitably be fears and challenges to work through. 

To help ensure the smoothest, most successful and least traumatic return for all our pupils 

and their families, we are looking carefully at the programme for the first few weeks. All 

pupils will be expected to attend school but the exact details are still emerging. We have 

heard from several parents who would feel more confident if their child came into classes 

with fewer children to begin with, so they can be helped by staff to accept the changes 

and for transport to safely navigate the radically different routines and routes. We will 

communicate the ‘Back to School’ programme for every individual children before the end 

of term. In the meantime, your views would be very welcome indeed. I would encourage 

you to send a message to admin@thebridgeschool.org.uk  marked ‘Back to School’ if your 

have particular ideas you wish us to take into account. 

The final details regarding transport. are likely not to be complete until the end of           

August because of matters that are with the highways (and footpaths) departments and 

totally out of our control, but we will confirm those details with you as soon as we know 

them.  

2021 is looking really good! We have a few wrinkles and lots of mud probably to deal with 

on the way, but it will be great. If I could ask you to please talk to us if you are worried - or 

annoyed - about anything: we will try to work a solution out for you as our aim is to         

accommodate and provide the excellent school service you and our pupils deserve. 

 

 

 

 

Hazel Simmons 

Headteacher 
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THE NEW SECONDARY BUILDING “TOPPING OUT” CEREMONY 

A group of staff and students visited the new North Campus building for a “topping out” 

ceremony back in March. With their Hi-Viz jackets and safety hats on, they visited the site 

office to sign their names on a lintel which was placed in the roof of new building.    

A few of the great things that happened pre Lockdown. 
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CELEBRATION OF MUSIC 2020—SNAPE MALTINGS 

How proud are we of our students?  What a fantastic performance which definitely 

brought a tear to the eye.  All the students who took part were a credit to the school and 

coped admirably with what was a very long day.  Thank you to all the staff who gave their time in       

supporting the children to take part in such a wonderful opportunity. 

Next year we hope to repeat the SNAPE concert and take part in some others including a National    

competition: watch this space. 
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 WORK EXPERIENCE VISIT TO ENDEAVOUR HOUSE 

Back in March, as part of ‘Careers Week’, a group of secondary children 
visited Endeavour House to learn about the world of work. We met with local 
councillors and people    

working in different types of public services. 
We took part in a Q&A and visited different 
areas such as the canteen, offices and the IT 
department.  
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PEOPLE WHO HELP US: THE FIRE SERVICE 

Part of the PHSE programme is to introduce pupils to the jobs 

of people who are there to help us, such as dentists, nurses 

and the police. Pupils were thrilled to get the chance to sit in a real fire 

engine that came to visit us in the Spring term. The hoses were           

explained and children were clearly impressed by the massive scale of 

the vehicle that was able to accommodate five of them at a time in the 

passenger seats.  

When we can do so, we will resume this programme again with visits 

out and about 

REBOUND THERAPY 

As mentioned in the last Newsletter, some students are 

again enjoying and benefitting from weekly rebound       

therapy sessions. 

We are providing certificated courses and—STOP PRESS—

have a brand new trampoline arriving in the Autumn! 
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ESPECIALLY FOR PARENTS   

  

Available activities outside of school 

At a recent Parents Forum meeting, the question of          

activities outside of school was raised and whether      

parents could be informed of these activities.  The following link 

will take you to the Suffolk Infolink website.  Click the Leisure tab to direct 

you to a list of organisations and activities.  The link is https://

infolink.suffolk.gov.uk/kb5/suffolk/infolink/home.page  

 

Free School Meals & Holiday Vouchers 

You will have seen in the press that the government has 

agreed that children who normally qualify for free 

school meals during term time will be provided with 

vouchers for the whole of the summer holidays—great 

news! We are working out how to get these vouchers to you 

and will absolutely ensure you have them for the whole of the holidays 

before the end of term.  

If your child does not currently get free school meals we would actively encourage you to 

apply if you think there is a chance you may be eligible. The form can be found here 

https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/children-families-and-learning/schools/school-meals-uniforms

-and-trips/apply-for-free-school-meals/  

and our Welfare team would be very happy to help you complete them if you need         

assistance. 

Nick Whitman      Elaine Griffin 

nick.whitman@thebridgeschool.org.uk  elaine.griffin@thebridgeschool.org.uk 

07496 305187       07496 305183  

 

Packed Lunch Next Term 

To ensure we continue to provide the safest environment 

possible, children will be required to bring packed   

lunches in September and until further notice. Children 

will eat in their small group areas. If this gives you any 

problems, please contact the admin team on:          

admin@thebridgeschool.org.uk. 

https://infolink.suffolk.gov.uk/kb5/suffolk/infolink/home.page
https://infolink.suffolk.gov.uk/kb5/suffolk/infolink/home.page
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Personal Water Bottle 

Children should all have their own water bottle that stays  

  in school please, with their name on. 

 

Diaries 

We will not be using diaries next year, for COVID protection. 

Please email or call with any messaging.  All staff have their own 

school email on the website. 

 

Wellies and Coats please 

In September, we will be joining the ‘Daily Mile’ campaign 

and every class will go on a 20 minute walk every day. We 

plan to do this in all weather except the most inclement. 

Clearly, there are health upsides as well as it being an   

excellent settling / transition routine. Could we ask that 

all children bring in, to stay in school, a wet weather 

jacket such as a cagoule, and some 

wellies or similar, with their names 

on, please? 

 

 

School Uniform 

The school uniform supplier is open for business. Details of the uniform  

requirements are on the website. Just to remind you, our supplier can be 

contacted at: https://www.pmgschoolwear.co.uk       

01895 809 321  

Orders can be made on line and delivered if required. 

Next Parents’ Forum Meeting 

We hope to be able to run our Parent’s Forums next year. Specific 

details will be sent out in advance but just for now, next terms is 

published on the grid at the end of this newsletter. They are  

discussions where you can ask any question and raise any 

point—so don’t worry about something: come along and if it is 

something we can help with or change to make things better, we will do so. 
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ENTRANCES AND EXITS: ALL CHANGE 

If I may try to explain a little about the drop-offs and 

pick ups next year (as far as I know them so far): 

The school will be ‘one school’. Instead of being a Primary 

school and a Secondary school, it will truly be an ‘All Through’ 

school. We have labelled the two halves of the new site to re-

flect this: 

The NORTH campus: this is the new building. It   contains the classrooms of children in 

Year 5 and above. The hydrotherapy pool, cooking room, design technology and arts rooms 

are also in this building. 

The SOUTH campus: this is the current Primary site. It contains the 

classrooms of children in Year 5 and below. 

The new signs will be for North and South entrances. 

There will be one supersized hall between the two Campus’ and there 

will be, by February, one central reception area and entrance. Until 

February, there will be a temporary and tiny reception in the North 

Campus: Primary  entrance is closed entirely until then. 

Mini buses and all children in classes within the North / new building 

will be dropped off and picked up outside the staff entrance to this 

building, (near the current secondary entrance). 

We hope that Primary children may be dropped off near the South 

campus playground but this is not confirmed yet. 

Sadly, there will be a shortage of staff and visitor parking until        

February, so we need to ask parents attending any meetings to park 

nearby rather than onsite. This is very inconvenient of course, and we 

do apologise, but it is out of our control. 

The following classes will be in the new part of the school (North): 

Puffin; Robin; Penguin; Kingfisher; Kiwi; Eagle; Otter; Parrot 

If your child is in one of these classes and you would like to visit the classroom and building 

with your child before the start of term, we are able to arrange that on either August 26th 

or 27th. A booking form will be sent out to you separately via Parent Mail shortly. 

We will also post a short video on the website in August (we’ll send you a link) that can be 

shown to children to help explain the new things they will see and experience, to help with 

transition. Naturally, there will be social stories as well. 

The plans of the new North Campus are now available for you to see on the website, 

https://www.thebridgeschool.org.uk/files/2020-07/tbs-plans-revised-4.pdf?719baffc17  
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THANK YOU FROM ALL OF US —YOU HAVE BEEN BRILLIANT! 

 

We know that it has been difficult for many of our families but you have been BRILLIANT. 

 

The children who have been into school so far have been happy, content and have made 

progress in your excellent care. A few 

have been a little unhappy to be back, 

but this again just shows what a great 

time they have had at home with you! 

Some of the achievements you have 

told us about are amazing and the  

photographs many of you have         

uploaded have been a joy to behold. 

 

In part it shows everyone how tough 

these children really are: they struggle 

with personal challenges everyday and 

this, for many , has just been another 

thing they have dealt with. They are 

incredible and they deserve the best. 

 

You have truly triumphed. I think      

everyone in school will agree that you 

are amazing and, to be frank, we are 

humbled by your success in the face of 

adversity. 

 

The following page has a short photo-round-up of some of The Bridge School pupils in 

Lockdown. 
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THE BRIDGE PUPILS IN LOCKDOWN  
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INTRODUCING: … 

Emma Chaplin 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Favourite Colour Blue 

Favourite Animal Horse 

Inspiration My Mum 

Favourite quotation Everything happens 
for a reason 

What is guaranteed to 
make you smile? 

My family and friends 

If you were a house-
hold item, what would 
you be and why? 

Vacuum cleaner be-
cause I am kind and 

thoughtful but always 
cleaning up the mess. 

Hello, my name is Emma Chaplin and I am 

the class teacher for Elephant Class. I 

have been teaching since 1996 and have 

had wide and varied roles which include 

mainstream teaching in primary schools, 

Early Years Advisor and teaching special 

needs in high school and further           

education. I have four children, a large 

dog and a cat. Besides spending time with 

the family, my favourite thing to do is 

horse riding. I joined the school at the 

beginning of the Summer term and,     

despite the strange start, have enjoyed 

my first term immensely. I look forward 

to many more to come and cant wait to 

welcome back all the children. 

Amanda Finn 

Favourite Colour Yellow 

Favourite Animal Elephant 

Inspiration Anna Freud 

Favourite quotation FAIL – First attempt 
in learning 

What is guaranteed 
to make you smile? 

The sunshine 

If you were a house-
hold item, what 
would you be and 
why? 

Jewellery – to bring 
out the sparkle in 

everyone 

Hi, my name is Amanda Finn and I am the 

new Otter class teacher. I began my career 

as a Nursery Nurse working with the      

Paediatrician’s running therapy groups for 

children recently diagnosed with a           

disability. When I went back to University 

to do my degree I moved from the health 

service to education. I completed my      

teacher training at Kingswode Hoe Special 

School before moving to Edith Borthwick 

Special School. To further my career I com-

pleted my SENCo training in a mainstream 

primary.   I have two grown up children 

which has left me with more free time,  

enabling me to travel and do what I enjoy 

the most walking, swimming and theatre.  

I am looking forward to meeting my new 

class in September.  
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                 Brian Harvey 

 

Favourite Colour Purple 

Favourite Animal Snail 

Inspiration My Uncle Geoffrey 

Favourite quotation “If you make listening 
and observation your 

occupation you will gain 
much more than you 
can by talking” Lord 

Baden Powell. 

What is guaranteed to 
make you smile? 

Bringing an idea in my 
head to life. 

If you were a household 
item, what would you be 
and why? 

A kettle so I could           
whistle while I work. 

Hello, I’m Brian Harvey and I am the 

new teacher who will be working with 

both the Bumble Bee and Panda classes. 

I have been working in education for 15 

years, first as a Higher-Level Support 

Assistant and then a teacher.  My               

favourite lesson to teach is Art as I love 

being creative with paint and working 

with fabrics. 

To relax ,I enjoy treading the boards in 

Pantomime “Oh yes, I do!” and I am also 

heavily involved in Scouting, where I 

continue to provide young people with 

skills for life. I am looking forward to my 

future time at The Bridge School. 
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Date Event 

Sept 1st and 2nd PD Days—No students in school 

Sept 3rd 
Phased return for the Autumn term will take place over  

September to help successful restart for all children  

Oct 12th—16th The Big Art Competition 

Oct 15th Parent Forum Meeting 

Oct 20th & 22nd School Photos 

Oct 26th—30th Half Term 

Nov 2nd PD Day—No students in school 

Nov 9th—12th Inter-class Boccia Competition 

Dec 16th Christmas Wreath Competition 

Dec 21st—Jan 1st Christmas Holidays! 

Jan 4th PD Day—No students in school 

DATES 

FOR      

YOUR 

DIARY 

READING RECOMMENDATION 

My Hidden Chimp is an educational book for 

children to work through with an adult or by 

themselves. The book offers parents, teachers 

and   carers some ideas and thoughts on how 

to help children to develop healthy habits for 

life. The science behind the habits is discussed 

in a  practical way with exercises and           

activities.   


