Autumn 1 2019
Dear Parents and Carers,
It has been my absolute pleasure and honour to greet you as the Headteacher of The
Bridge School. The school is moving ahead at a pace, building on the many
improvements made in recent times so that we become, in every way, the truly excellent
school your children deserve.
We are working on creating a modern, impactful and delightful curriculum that will teach
pupils the skills they need whilst at the same time stimulating their curiosity. Our ‘Creative
Curriculum’ that embraces the core traditional subjects is described here.
We expect the pupils in our care to thrive, to achieve the very best they can and to be
happy. We value every student and celebrate their unique abilities and we are
committed to making the students in our care feel valued, valuable and secure.

In addition to the expected curriculum diet, the coming year
will bring a range of special enrichment activities, starting next
month with cinema experiences for all. Would you like to join
us? If you would like to come along or can offer to transport
your child to the cinema, we would LOVE to hear from you: it’s free! Please simply ask
your child’s class teacher when their cinema slot is.
Thank you for your support for the school and for welcoming me so very warmly.
Kind regards,
Hazel J Simmons
Headteacher

Key Dates for your Diary
Monday 28th October

PD DAY

Friday 31st October

Orange and Yellow Parent Share

Wednesday 6th November

Garnet Parent Share

Thursday 7th November

Blue and Jet Parent Share

Wednesday 13th November

Sapphire Parent Share

Thursday 14th November

Ruby Parent Share

Wednesday 20th November

Opal and Diamond Parent Share

Friday 6th December

Snape Workshop

Tuesday 12th December

Christmas Lunch

Friday 20th December

Last day of Term

Earwig: a silly name but a super system!
Earwig is a recording and
reporting system that offer parents direct access to
their children’s progress records in real time. We will
start using the system fully next term and will provide
all parents with their access logins once the system is
fully tested. You will then be able to log-on and see
evidence of what your child has been achieving as
we record notes and photographs, linked to their
personal targets, that are stored in chronological
order. You will even be able to add your own
comments and observations from progress at home.
http://earwigacademic.com/
In addition, we will be issuing an annual school
report for all pupils, (in addition to a EHCP report
where relevant). The schedule for issue of School Reports coincides with parents’
Consultation Days (these will follow shortly) providing you with an opportunity to ask any
questions arising about those reports. Obviously, if you cannot make the allocated date,
you are welcome to make a separate appointment at any time.
New Playground Equipment
Secondary pupils are thoroughly enjoying the
new playground equipment that was installed
over the summer holidays. It is great to see
them all being so active and enjoying the
new equipment every break-time. All of the
new products will be uprooted and taken
with us to the new playground site when we
move next year.

The Big Autumn Art Competition
Every pupil in the school contributed an entry into the schools’
Big Art Competition. The finished works were displayed in the
Primary Hall and all children were given stickers to vote for their
favourites. Staff were also allowed a vote each. Prizes were
handed out to our winners
The results are as follows:
Primary

Secondary

1.Den, Yellow Class

1.Ionatan, Diamond Class

2.Jada, Blue Class

2.Hayden, Jet Class

3.Maddie, White Class

3.Lucas, Diamond Class

Literacy teaching is going to benefit massively from our recent significant investment in
‘The Oxford Learning Tree’ and ‘The Phonics Books’ series
of progressive story books. Next half term we will tell you
more, once we are fully up and running. The reading
scheme runs all the way through the school providing a
rich seam of fiction and non-fiction books.
In addition to the 1,000 hard copy books we have
purchased, there is a complimentary range of on-line
digital books for parents to access to help embed these
important skills.. We will provide you with log-in deals
shortly.
In the meantime, if you want to have a look ahead,
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/find-a-book/oxford-reading-tree-levels/ and
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/starting-school/oxford-reading-tree-explained/
provide information.
We have had a wonderful first half term, we have welcomed many new faces, Staff
and Students, into the school and everyone has settled into their new classes and
routines.

Democracy

Every class has held their own mini referendum this term, to vote for a new name for their
class. Primary site pupils selected animal names while secondary site children
voted for birds.
The rationale was to provide our pupils with a name and symbol that had meaning for
them and would be memorable and recognisable. The votes are in and the results are
as follows the chart shows the previous name alongside the new class name. we will be
creating signs to go with them
during the next ½ term

Primary

Secondary

Purple

Bumblebee Jet

Penguin

Red

Giraffe

Topaz

Eagle

Pink

Panda

Garnet

Parrot

White

Chinchilla

Ruby

Robin

Silver

Lion

Sapphire

Kingfisher

Gold

Tiger

Opal

Kiwi

Green

Elephant

Diamond

Puffin

Orange

Butterfly

Yellow

Gorilla

Blue

Otter

Suffolk School Nursing Team
Chat Health 07507333356 childrenshealth@suffolk.gov.uk
This facility is open to parents and is anonymous. You can contact a Suffolk School
Nurse here and ask for a quick response answer by text. Lines are open from 9-4.30
during the week.

Getting Fit at Activity Day

Eagle class (formally known as Topaz) were lucky enough to be invited to an activity
day at Whitten Sports Centre on Tuesday 8th October 2019. We had some fun activities in
store for us! First of all we had quiet games like connect four and Bocca before moving
on to have a trampoline session with a coach, each of the students had personal
coaching sessions, where all of them were able to bounce and practice different types
of drop including seat drop, back bounce and even front drop. All of the students
showed a lot of respect for each other and other students who were taking part by
spotting for each other so that no one had any accidents.
After a quick break and lunch there was a dance workshop and more trampolining
before getting onto the mini bus and coming back to school.

SEND Support Tool
Test the new Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) Support Wheel!
The Bridge School families can now test the new Special
Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) Support Wheel on
the Suffolk Local Offer website,
www.suffolklocaloffer.org.uk/send-support-wheel.
It has been developed to help children, young people and
their families source support for their needs. It provides an
easier way to find information and advice to assist children
and young people with special educational needs or
disabilities.
It takes approximately 20 minutes to complete the test, and
we recommend completing this test as a guest rather than
creating an account.
It is easy to use (should be!)and offers a choice of four
information areas. Simply click on your area of choice, select one or more of the topics
displayed and add them to your list to create a personalised map of information and
services that can be downloaded when you’ve found what you’re looking for.

Snape Workshop and White Class
We were lucky enough to have a visit from the musicians from Snape recently, who
spent time in each class running workshops.
“In white class we loved our Snape workshop session! Each child was engaged at some
point throughout the afternoon, taking part in the different musical activities. We sang
songs, experimented with different instruments & explored with new musical equipment.
We even got use our beautiful singing voices on the microphone! The guitar was a class
favourite.”

Work Experience
Ionatan has been taking part in work experience at Shepherds
Drive Baptist Church, helping with the ‘tots and tinies’ group.
We would like to thank the church for their on-going support of
our school.

GEEWIZZ—Pumpkin Patch and Maize Maze: an AMAZING SPECIAL OFFER for our children!
All pupils and their parents from The Bridge School are invited to an exclusive private viewing
event that will launch the Pumpkin Patch & Maize Maze on
Saturday 19th October 2019
where and enjoy a memorable day out, receiving a free hot chocolate and pumpkin (WOW!)
before the patch opens to the public on Sunday 20th October.
The private viewing day, kindly sponsored by Treatt plc, is designed to
ensure that the children can participate in selecting their own pumpkin
in a safe, calm and quiet environment.
Daemmon Reeve, CEO of Treatt plc
says, “Treatt takes great pride in supporting causes which matter to our
people; therefore, we are delighted
to be sponsoring this year’s charity
Pumpkin Patch and Maize Maze
event in support of GeeWizz.”
“The private viewing day will enable
local children and their families to
enjoy a fun and memorable day out
at the farm; giving children the
chance to learn about how pumpkins are grown, as well as providing
them with an opportunity to handpick their own pumpkins to take
home.”

Accessible for wheelchair users too,
GeeWizz wanted to make sure the
pumpkin patch is open to everyone.
Disabled parking is available, whilst the patch itself is on flat, level ground.
Gina Long MBE, founder of GeeWizz Charity and dear friend of The Bridge School, says, “It was
so important for us to ensure that the Pumpkin Patch is accessible to absolutely everyone, particularly those who rarely get to enjoy a day out as a family due to large crowds, or disrupting,
noisy places.”
GeeWizz is a very special, small
charity based in Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk. They are focussed on supporting children and young
adults in Suffolk and Norfolk who sadly suffer from life-threatening conditions, a disability or
cancer.

Parent Share Day with Red (Giraffe)Class
It was great to see so many visitors at our Parent Share earlier this term. We had a wonderful afternoon sharing the children’s achievements at home and school. We sang
and signed songs, iced biscuits and ate them.
Please keep the WOW moments from home coming in; they make a fantastic contribution to our classroom WOW board!
Thank you to everyone who came and we look forward to the next Parent Share.

This year the Christmas lunch will be Tuesday 12th December
and a ParentMail link will be sent out to
pre-order this meal. Payment in advance will be required and
the cost remains at £2.30 again.

New parents should have received a registration email for our ParentMail system. If you have not
received this or are struggling to get set up then please contact the office and we will assist you. Don’t
forget to download the app to make
accessing the messages and paying for trips and dinners easier.

Calling Prospective Governors!
This term we have started to meet with prospective Governors who will
have a vital role to play in moving the school forward.
Parent Governor application forms were sent out last week and we
would like to thank those parents that have applied.

