Autumn 2—2019

Dear Parents and Carers
Where has the Autumn term gone? The pupils have been busy and we have been busy in
our efforts to make the school truly the excellent facility you and your children deserve:
we are on the way but there is much to do and we appreciate evey bit of support you give
us: it is after all a partnership.

DEMOCRACY AND BRITISH VALUES
British Values are an important part of the school curriculum. It is
important that our children understand as fully as possible what the Rule
of Law actually means, what equality and diversity is and how these
effect their lives. How important it is in our culture and the world to be
respectful to others and how our society is democratic.
This term, children have had several opportunities to vote and exercise their democratic
right. They have voted in Art competitions, to select their class names and finally (and
most vitally) they have voted in members of the School Council. Classes nominated
candidates before voting. We now have a full School Council.

These students will be presented with Council badges in the New Year and will be asked to
participate in reviews about the school and consideration about school events during the
year.
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READING BUDDY
As mentioned in the last newsletter, we have invested in ‘The
Oxford Learning Tree’ and ‘The Phonics Books’ series of
progressive story books. All parents in Primary and KS3 should
now have received their personal log-in information for the
home partner programme, Oxford Reading Buddy. Whilst you
child might be pre-reading or reading comprehension, this facility is still useful for all as being read to is a fantastic experience
for all children and having the interesting on-screen graphics can aid engagement. For
those children that are able to turn the pictures while parents read to them, this is a useful
curiosity and physical coordination development exercise and of course, simply focusing
together on a a shared activity is both developmental and enjoyable. This is a great
resource containing lots of screen books.
BUT, to be totally clear, we are not expecting most of our pupils to be able to use the
system independently nor to be able to access all of the comprehension questions and
tests. The Buddy is simply a resource for you to access, if you wish, with you child. For
some pupils this maybe as a guided reading tool for you alone; for others as a ‘read to
me’ set of books and of course some will be able to access the quizzes, with additional
support most likely.
Teachers are not using any results from home use for assessment purposes so there is no
need to be concerned about that at all. The in-school partner programme (Reading Tree
with Floppy Phonics) is used by us to stimulate and engage as well as to teach reading
decoding.
So, please ENJOY if it suits you and your child but don’t worry if it does not.

CINEMA! CINEMA!
The Into Film Festival was a great success and the majority of
children managed to attend the Cinema, some for the first
time. Some of the films that were enjoyed were “A Dog’s
Way Home”, “How to train your Dragon” and “Aladdin.” We
will be repeating the experience next year.
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Date

Event

Friday 20th December

Last day of Autumn Term

Monday 6th January

PD Day—No students in school

Tuesday 7th January

Students return to school

Wednesday 5th February

Yr 8 & 9 HPV & MMR Vaccinations

w/c Monday 17th February

Half Term

Monday 24th February

Students return to school

Thursday 27th February

Parent Information Evening

Friday 3rd April

Last day of Spring Term

Monday 20th April

PD Day—No students in school

Tuesday 21st April

Students return to school

w/c Monday 25th May

Half Term

Monday 1st June

Yr 9 Meningitis & Tetanus, Diphtheria and Polio
Vaccinations

Monday 20th July

Last day of Summer Term

Tuesday 21st July

Summer Holidays

PLEA TO PARENTS
As the children enjoy playing outside in all weathers, it would be
lovely if you could send in waterproof
clothing, eg. cagoules,
waterproof trousers and wellies which can stay in school. Please
also send in a winter coat andremember to name each item of
clothing.

Also, it would be really good if children can have a named water bottle which
stays in school—we can then ensure they drink plenty throughout the day.
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NEW SENSORY EQUIPMENT
GeeWizz Charity funds sensory equipment for The Bridge School pupils
The GeeWizz Charity funded a
sensory magic carpet out of
proceeds from a fashion show
that was held at Milsoms
Kesgrave Hall in September.
The equipment, which has
around 450 applications which
range from educational games
to soothing sensory displays,
will be used in lesson time at
The Bridge School to support
their high needs students.

Hazel Simmons, headteacher at the Bridge School, said: “The Sensory Magic Carpet enables children with very limited mobility to interact with others, as well as stimulating their
responses in a totally safe and engaging manner.
“It is a wonderful educational resource and we are so grateful to GeeWizz and everyone
who supported the fashion show for this fantastic donation.”
The fashion show was attended by over 250 guests from across the county and raised an
impressive £4,223 towards the sensory magic carpet.
Gina Long MBE, Jade Perry and Crystal Barber from GeeWizz Charity, along with Sue
Tasker on behalf of Milsom Hotels & Restaurants, recently attended a presentation at the
school where they saw the magic carpet used by the school’s students.
Sue Tasker said: “It was a real pleasure to visit The Bridge School and meet the amazing
staff and students who will who will benefit from the magic carpet.
“I am not sure who was the most transfixed – the children so engaged and enjoying the
coral reef or us as privileged spectators.
“It was very special and, as the school said, particularly rewarding to see the children play
and enjoy it together irrespective of their conditions or disabilities.”

4

CAREERS GUIDANCE:
Suffolk Skills and Careers Fayre
On Wednesday 16th October some of
our older pupils visited the Suffolk Skills
and Careers Fayre at Trinity Park. This is a
very large annual event attended by hundreds of East Anglian employers,
uniformed services and public sector
groups. It was a very informative and
exciting event where students were able
to take part in many practical
experiences as
well as try out some of the vehicles on display as
pupils learnt about
many
different
types of jobs. This
will be an annual
event for our Year
10 and Year 11
students.
Everyone
had
great fun!

Visit to the New Secondary School
Puffin Class previewed our new school by taking a guided
tour around the construction site. It was interesting to
learn about the personal protective clothing that we
need to wear on the site,
as we put on our high vis
jackets, gloves and safety
glasses. We saw where
our classes are going to be
and other areas such as
the dinner hall. Our new
school looks like it is going
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CHARITY
Children in Need
On Wednesday 13th November staff and students donned their
spots and stripes for
Pudsey. Students took part
in
various
activities
throughout the day and
there was also a cake sale!
Everyone had a fun day
and we managed to raise
£239.78

GeeWizz
On Friday 13th December, staff and students wore their Christmas
jumpers in support of GeeWizz Charity. GeeWizz is a very small local
charity supporting children and young adults living in Suffolk or Norfolk
with a life threatening condition, a disability or cancer. They recently
donated a “Magic Carpet” to the Primary School Sensory room, which the children are
really enjoying using. The amount raised was £171.76— thank you for supporting us in
raising money for GeeWizz.

Hart House, Gambia

Throughout December staff have been raising money
for Hart House, a home for children with learning
difficulties and disabilities in Gambia. Hart House receive no official Government funding and are totally
reliant on donations to keep the school running. In 2009
an inter schools link was set up following a visit by one of our Teaching
Assistants and the school have been supporting them ever since. Over the
years we have sent clothes, educational equipment, and much, much
more. We have also raised over £5000 through various fund raising
exercises. This year staff have raised £269.71 through a prize draw and a 6
Christmas card board where staff donate rather than send cards.

COMPETITION TIME!
Writing Progress
Students have taken part in two competitions this half term. The first was a winter
writing competition and the second was to create a Christmas wreath.
The writing was judged by our administration staff as they looked for progress rather than
absolute ability. It was astonishing to see the progress made my many from mark-making
to tracing of their own names – brilliant! Writing is a very difficult skill indeed requiring
complex cognitive processing plus developed motor skills. As it is not easy, some children
resist the process but we feel it is important for their total development that we
persevere as the same skills will serve them as well in the digital world as they do in a
paper and pen context. The winners are:
Primary:

Secondary:

1st: Jake from Tiger Class
2nd: Taiba from Giraffe Class
3rd: Alex from Panda Class
1st: Callum from Eagle Class
2nd: Nicholas from Penguin Class
3rd: Fabien from Kingfisher Class

Christmas Wreath
Students and staff judged the wreath competition and
the winners were:
Primary:

Secondary:

1st Place: Lexi from Tiger Class
2nd Place: Den from Gorilla Class
3rd Place: Frazier from Gorilla Class
1st Place: Lauren from Robin Class
2nd Place: Ryan from Kiwi Class
3rd Place: Imogen from Puffin Class

All children named above will receive a small prize and a certificate that
we hope will motivate them to achieve even more next year.
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CLASS SPOTLIGHT
In Bumblebee Class this term our topic has been
“Busy
Bodies” and we have spent lots of time
learning to move our bodies in a variety of ways,
including how to safely move over PE apparatus. Sliding on our tummies and
bottoms on
benches has been a particular favourite, and we
have really built up our muscle strength!

We have also had lots of fun working on our living
skills and have really enjoyed our cooking lessons
where we have been learning to measure out
ingredients using spoons and cups, and mix all the
ingredients together. We have especially enjoyed
learning to use a cheese grater to make cheesy feet biscuits!
In addition, we have been working
particularly hard on our phonics
skills and have thoroughly enjoyed
exploring objects beginning with
the same sound in sensory materials, as well as learning to write the
letters.

Parrot Class have had a very busy
Autumn Term. They have worked hard
in class practicing their writing and
phonics, together with having fun using
the interactive white board for maths
work. On top of the learning that has

been going on – Parrot Class have had
a new teacher, Gillian Hewlett-Case
join them, followed swiftly by a class
move. The students helped to set up
the new classroom and are enjoying
the new space they have.
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OUT AND ABOUT
Public Transport
On their last outing
before Christmas,
Gorilla Class went
into Ipswich town
centre on public transport. They walked to
the bus stop, waited for the bus and loved
the journey from school and back on bus
13!
When they were sitting down watching the
roundabout in the centre square, a very
kind lady decided that they should all have a go, went into the bank to get some money
and paid for the children to have a turn!

Tis the season of good will! Merry Christmas from all in Gorilla Class

Visit to Pets at Home

In October a group of children from Puffin and Eagle classes visited Pets at
Home to learn about working in a pet shop. We spent time learning about
looking after small animals, and had the chance to handle a rabbit, guinea pig and a very friendly rat!
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PLUS ...
Students have enjoyed a number of trips out of school. We hope you enjoy the following
picture round up!

Boccia Competition

Christmas Cracker
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Sports Discovery Event

Class Trip to Chantry Library

Class Trip to Tesco
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Class Trip to The Christmas Tree Festival in Stowmarket

Class Trip to Rendlesham Forest

Snape Workshops
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