
 

 

THE BRIDGE SCHOOL – STATEMENT OF INTENT – PHONICS 
 

Intent 
 

Implementation Impact 

The teaching of phonics is an 
element of our Creative 
Curriculum. 
 
Our specialism is 
communication, and our Total 
Communication document 
outlines the full range of 
communication development 
strategies we use from pre-
verbal teaching to work 
towards developing reading 
skills; this developmental 
continuum includes teaching 
phonics.  
 
The continuum of phonic skills 
begins with learning to listen 
and general sound 
discrimination, for example a 
car starting or water dripping, 
developing through to 
learning each individual letter 
sound (phoneme) and putting 
those individual sounds 
together to recognise simple 
words, a precursor to reading 
books. 
 

At The Bridge School we 
recognise our pupils are 
unique, so personalisation is 
key to teaching phonics; we 
therefore use a wide range of 
approaches according to the 
needs of individual pupils. 
 
There is considerable overlap 
between all aspects of the 
teaching and learning of 
phonic skills; this includes the 
use of published systematic 
synthetic phonics’ 
programmes endorsed by the 
Department of Education.  
 
At The Bridge, we have a 
highly skilled team of teachers 
trained in: 

• Floppy Phonics Sounds 
and Letters 
• Jolly Phonics 
• Letters and Sounds 
• Read, Write Inc 

 
When using systematic 
synthetic phonics programmes 
to teach the sounds, we 
ensure that all staff and pupils 
at our school are pronouncing 
the sounds correctly. 
 
The Phonics Implementation 
Group has the role of ensuring 
consistency and continuity in 
the teaching and assessment 
of phonics at The Bridge 
School. 

It is important to note that 
some of our pupils will not 
derive any benefit from 
being taught phonics and 
only pupils who are able to 
associate words or objects 
with meaning can begin to 
learn to read. Therefore, for 
some, learning to read books 
will not be achievable. 
 
However, for those pupils 
who can benefit from being 
taught phonics, the impact is 
not just about reading books, 
it is the ability to recognise 
labels in a supermarket or a 
name on a coat-peg.  
 
Teaching and learning 
phonics also support speech 
and language development. 
By teaching our pupils to 
break words down into their 
individual sounds, we slow 
down speech and they can 
look at the way each sound 
is formed, and how our 
mouths and lips work 
together to make each 
sound. This can help our 
pupils acquire new words 
and pronounce words they 
already know with greater 
clarity. 

 


