
The Bridge School is an all-through school for pupils with severe learning difficulties and complex needs. Many of our pupils have ASD and many 
are pre-verbal. Our specialism is communication as we believe this is the greatest skill, we can help our pupils develop so that they go on to live 
enjoyable and fruitful lives. Our Creative Curriculum incorporates the key elements that we believe are most important for our students to learn   
and experience during their time with us: the skills that will be most important to them in adulthood. 
 
We also strongly believe that all children should experience all subjects, cultures, physical skills and art forms, irrespective of physical or cognitive 
ability, and we steadfastly refuse to make judgement on their behalf about what they may or may not enjoy or be stimulated by. Most   of our 
students have sensory needs (of a wide variety) and all of our students need their learning delivered as a series of very small steps with a good 
deal of repetition to ensure embeddedness. 
 
Thus, we have built a skills rich curriculum that is contained within a broad subject curriculum diet. Our pupils experience science, maths, 
geography, literature, all forms of 
music and competitive sports in 
the same way as they would 
be if we followed a traditional 
knowledge- based curriculum, 
but we use those fascinating 
topics to stimulate interest and 
develop life skills. 
Obviously, our pupils have 
unique ways of working and 
learning and their journey may 
be ‘spikey’ or intermittent as 
they tackle the skills-based 
learning, but we want to ensure 
that, no matter how long their journey, it is an interesting one and that repetition of skills does not mean repetition of subject material. 
 
 
While creating our Creative Curriculum, we considered the following opposing drivers: 

• Personalised vs Breadth 
• Progress for Life vs Progress against the National Curriculum 
• Meaningful assessment that actually explains and describes: an end to ‘below expectations’ …! 
• Individual targets vs group / KS targets 
• Respond to EHCP but avoid reduction to JUST EHCP Outcome  
• Knowledge vs Skills 

 



Intention: Our intention is that all pupils will be able to experience and enjoy, at a level appropriate for them, the key elements from the National 
Curriculum (the ‘what’ of our Curriculum) and that this drives their personal development. Knowledge retention in respect of ‘facts’ about the 
‘what’ is not the most significant part of our Intention. Each subject’s Curriculum Overview illustrates the sequencing of the ‘what’. 

Implementation: The delivery of the ‘what’ is then personalised by the class teacher to meet the needs of pupils. In this way, any part of the ‘what’ 
sequence may be delivered or implemented using different approaches year on year. We need to consider the: Pace of learning; Practical 
Environment; Degree of Independence and means of Communication. We look to identify the educational experiences and learning that can be 
provided to fulfil the Intention to specific groups and individuals. There are three key lines of approach, detailed on the chart below.  

Impact: This is then measured against practical skills hierarchies and all curriculum study contributes to the assessment of each child’s progress 
towards EHCP outcomes, Communications and Social and Personal Development. All pupils, irrespective of ability, are assessed against The 
Engagement Lenses, via our bespoke and simple TBS framework. 

 TBS Engagement TBS Semi-Formal TBS Challenge 

Learner Profiles 

Pre-intentional Communication - 
reactive idiosyncratic: develop 
awareness in known situations; 
reactive and responsive 
 
Pre-volition –  
sense of self: may respond to pain, 
heat, hunger, stress, epilepsy. 
Pre-Motor intentional: needs time and 
space and pace to process stimulus; 
busy environments may reduce ability 
to respond 
 

Emerging: intentional communication; 
contextual awareness; social 
awareness; learnt routines; shared 
attention; problem solving; recalling 
and using skills learnt 
+ 
Accessing complex language 
(listening and understanding); signs of 
social awareness; intentional and 
purposeful communication; aware of 
different contexts and environments 

Socially aware. 
Some level of independence; 
retention of learnt skills evident; 
able to evaluate; enhanced 
comprehension; simple but reliable 
reciprocal communication 
+ 
High level of independence; 
reciprocal communication; fluent 
and confident communication; 
understanding of abstract 
concepts 
 

Implementation: 
Approaches to Learning 

Multi-sensory experiences;  
Experiential learning; 
Visual supports with objects; 
Positive behaviour support;  
Allow time for processing;  
Postural and physical development 

Multi-sensory learning experiences 
with an emphasis on cause and 
effect; Experiential and active 
exploration learning; 
Visual supports with objects, symbols, 
and pictures; Alternative 
augmentative communications; 
Sentence construction such as 
colourful semantics (oral or visual); 
Collaboration and turn-taking 
Positive behaviour support for 
learning; Establishment of routines 

Visual supports: written, symbolic; 
Independent working; Purposeful 
peer to peer interactions and 
collaborations; Problem solving; 
Self-regulation Strategies; Subject 
specific learning  
+ 
Applying skills and knowledge 
previously learnt to new contexts; 
Self-assessment of work and 
progress 

 
 



Because our pupils are unique, personalisation is also a key ingredient of our programme as some skills are more important or less well 
developed in some pupils than in others. All classes incorporate differentiation be that in respect of mode of delivery, place of deliver or pace 
of delivery. 
 
Having said this, we also strongly believe that a key skill we should try to develop in our pupils is their ability to ‘be’ and adapt to different 
locations, routines and groups so that they are more able to successfully integrate in the communities around them. We strive for group activity 
whenever it is practical and comfortable for our pupils; we operate a school timetable and the subject knowledge curriculum diet is used as 
the ‘vehicle’ via which to deliver a blended solution of skills development alongside students’ personal care and therapeutic needs, whatever 
they might be. 
 
Above all else though, we endeavour to swath our creative curriculum in JOY and ENJOYMENT. Fun is a great motivator, a child cannot learn if 
they are not happy, and content and we strongly believe all our pupils deserve to be Happy. 
 

 


