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The Bridge School Strategic Development Plan for Curriculum 2021-23 
 

To drive innovation in curriculum intent and implementation to enhance impact, through a continued focus on 
Communication Skills, including reading, plus significantly on Physical Development and Community Learning 

 

Improve subject knowledge and confidence 
teaching Physical Development and Community 

Learning. Create a culture of learning and self- 
development within practice. Learn from other 
practitioners and create a community of support. 

Teachers are confident and creative teaching 
across strands of Physical Development and 

Community Learning and, as a result children enjoy, 
engage, and make progress in these areas. 

 
 

What? Why? Success Evaluation 

Develop and embed Personal Care 
skills development into the PD 
Curriculum: focus of toileting; 
personal hygiene (including 
handwashing and teeth cleaning) 
and dressing skills 

These skills are important for pupils and 
families to help them access all areas of the 
community now and as adults: fundamental 
to independence and staying safe and 
healthy. These skills give pupils dignity and 
are highly valued by families. 

Classroom staff will recognise the value 
in these subjects. 
Aspiration sheets will feature Personal 
Care targets for every child. 
Children will become more independent in 
these areas 

Assessment 
information on 
TBS Cognitive … 
Healthy Living. 

 
Parent Forum 
feedback. 

Create a manual of potential 
Community Learning events 
and venues to make 
implementation easier for 
all. 
Create an SMSC manual of past 
learning events to provide 
further inspiration. 

Learning for SLD pupils is / has most impact if 
it is experiential. 

 
Community Learning incorporates life skills, 
expands pupil’s horizons, and will ultimately 
enable them to access the wider community 
successfully as adults. 

All teachers will be confident 
taking children out into the community 
and will understand how subject 
learning is incorporated into such trips. 
They will have the knowledge and 
understanding of how to deliver high 
quality lessons outside of the classroom. 

Feedback from parents 
Feedback from teaching groups 
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External hairdresser and dental 
hygienist 

Families of SLD pupils often find appointments 
with hairdressers and dentists very difficult and 
access to hairdressers with an understanding of 
SLD is limited. If school can a) provide and b) 
train pupils to accept these interventions, their 
access to the community and ability to self-care 
is greatly increased. 

All pupils have exposure to dental 
hygiene routines. 
All parents who wish to have access to the 
school hairdresser and pupils’ acceptance of 
these routines is gained, making it more likely 
that they will accept other necessary 
interventions without stress. 

Parent 
feedback. 
Lesson 
observations 

EYFS: starting as early as possible To ensure EYFS teachers/classroom staff are 
qualified/informed and understand the 
importance of teaching personal care and 
of engaging in PE / PD sessions: understand 
what PD looks like in Years 1 and upward to 
best prepare reception pupils. 

Teachers can clearly articulate how the 
work in EYFS in this area leads to pupil 
ability to access next steps. 

Assessment 
information 
on TBS 
Cognitive … 
Healthy 
Living. 

 
Lesson 
observations 

Daily Walk / Rope Walking Exercise and walking in the community can 
be a fraught activity for parents whose 
children’s listening skills are still developing 
and 
Physical strength is necessary for healthy 
growth and for learning focus as well as 
being a calming exercise and teaching 
routine / collaboration. 

The majority of pupils are able to 
engage in the morning walk, in an 
orderly manner, accepting instruction 
and managing their emotions. 
Older pupils will graduate from the 
rope to independence. 

Observations around the 
school. 
Gained or maintained 
physical strength of 
pupils recorded in 
Learning Journeys. 

Constantly seek additional Internal / 
External / Interschool Sports Events 
and Competitions. 

Competition inspires aspiration and 
achievement breeds pride and self- 
confidence. In addition to the physical 
development, these opportunities are 
considered vital for our pupils and will 
inspire them to try harder, have courage 
and give them joy. Community inclusion 
also breaks down barriers. 

Pupil’s will demonstrate ambition and 
pride and will thus be more inclined to 
participate in the new that is presented 
to them. This will help pupils and also 
their families 

SMSC evidence of 
participation 

 
 
Parent Forum feedback 
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Build each child’s ability to effectively 
communicate: Total Communications. 

Being able to understand and be understood 
are vital life skills, ensuring the widest possible 
opportunities are available and reducing anxiety 
and emotional distress. 

Children will be able to make their wants, 
needs and feelings known and the 
appropriate means identified for each child: 
they will be exposed to books and reading 
will be rigorously pursued for those that are 
able. 

Assessment information on TBS:  
Sand L 
Learning Journeys 
Lesson observations 

 


